
INTRODUCTION 

•  Older subjects (n=4) have a disproportionate deficit 
on switch trials. These preliminary results suggest 
that successful entry into retrieval mode is necessary 
for optimal memory performance in older adults. 
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AGING: FUTURE DIRECTIONS  

•  Right frontal cue phase differences suggest retrieval 
mode changes (Herron & Wilding, 2004). 

•  The differences between switch and stay trials in old/
new effects suggest that switching retrieval sets 
impacts retrieval mode and in turn impacts memory 
performance.  

•  Posterior positivity differences in CRs suggest that 
processing of stimuli is different between switch and 
stay trials. This suggests differences in orientation and 
may reflect a bias toward recollection on stay trials.  

•  The tendency for early frontal old-new effects for 
switch and late parietal for stay may suggest 
differences in whether the judgment is based on 
familiarity or recollection. Subjects may process the cue 
differently in the stay condition anticipating a stronger 
memory.  
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Correct Rejections Reveal Orientation Differences 

Old-New Effects Modulated by Task Switching 

Retrieval Mode Enhances Task Preparation Differences 

Performance Benefits from Stay Trials 
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